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and career paths.”
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A New 
Bedford fi rm 
will hold a 
solar energy 
roundtable 
to tout an 
industry set 
to expand 
locally and 
across the 
state thanks 
to regulatory 
incentives.  

Site work 
has begun on 
a 1-megawatt 
solar facility 
in Acushnet, 
and a second 
project in 
town has 
been granted 
a special 
permit.  
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SouthCoast soaks up

SOLAR POWER

Turbines electrify the vote

Experts
team up 

to reduce 
bycatch

Growing 
debate 

over tiny 
herring

Normandin Middle School, 
at top, and Abraham 
Lincoln Elementary 
School, both in New 
Bedford, derive energy 
from rooftop solar 
panels. 

New Bedford-based 
Beaumont Solar worked 
with Consolidated Edison 
Solutions to install the 
panels. 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANCY EVANS: AUVERGNE STUDIOS

While elections in Acushnet, Freetown and Lakeville 
are expected to be quiet, the construction of two wind 
turbines has Fairhaven residents headed to the polls.

Dartmouth voters will 
consider commisson 
consolidation.

UMass Dartmouth’s School for 
Marine Science and Technology 
devises a system to notify 
fi shermen of herring “hotspots” 
to avoid.

The former 
White’s 
Factory site 
in Acushnet 
is one 
example 
of land protected by 
the Fairhaven Acushnet 
Land Preservation 
Trust.

Critics accuse 
trawlers of 
depleting a 
critical food 
supply for prized 
commercial 
fi sh. 

Where factory 
stood, now 

nature thrives

N AT I O N  A N D  W O R L D  –  PA G E  A 5
NEW BEDFORD

EMPLOYMENT

STAY SAFE
St. Luke’s hospital to host 
“The Yellow Dress” to teach 
the warning signs of 
abusive relationships. 

A7

SUMMER WORK
Youths, parents invited to 
summer employment seminar 
at Andrea McCoy Recreation 
Center. 

A12

A female Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
makes the leap to public offi ce after a 

quarter-century of struggle and 15 years of 
house arrest.

Myanmar 
elects democracy 

advocate
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By MATT CAMARA
ConTriBUTinG WriTEr

ACUSHNET — The South-
Coast green rush has arrived in 
Acushnet with the permitting 
of the town’s first industrial 
solar panel farms and rumors 
of more in the pipeline, town 
officials said.

Pegasus Renewable Energy 
Partners LLC, a partnership 
between Cape Cod-based 
Cotuit Solar LLC and several 
private investors, recently 
began site work for a 1-mega-
watt facility on North Main St., 
said Cotuit Solar owner Con-
rad Geyser.

Berglund Enterprises, based 
in Burlington, received a spe-
cial permit from the town on 
Feb. 16 to construct a solar 
panel facility on a 19.3-acre 
parcel on Wing Lane after 
passing site-plan review in 
December, town documents 
show.

Jay Berglund, owner of Ber-
glund Enterprises, said his 
project is also a 1-megawatt 
facility and that he is still final-
izing the details of the project 
such as which contractors to 
hire.

One megawatt of power 
is sufficient to power 1,000 
homes.

The new alternative energy 
facilities will put Acushnet in 
the company of Dartmouth, 
Fairhaven and Westport, all of 
which have recently seen pro-
posals for, or construction of, 
wind turbines or solar farms.

Unlike Dartmouth, which 
has as-of-right siting for solar 
panel facilities, Acushnet’s 
bylaws require site plan review 
through the Planning Commis-
sion. Massachusetts General 
Law states that solar power 
facilities are a by-right use of 
land, which means that solar 
panel farms can ignore local 
zoning restrictions.

Towns are allowed to pass 
bylaws adding regulations to 
solar panel farm development 
such as setback requirements 
or public hearings, but they 
cannot forbid the facilities 
from any zone, even residen-
tial.

“We’re going to be strict 
about it to mitigate any con-

cerns from residents,” said 
Selectman David Wojnar, also 
the chairman of Acushnet’s 
Alternative Energy Commit-
tee. “We were anticipating a 
real rush.”

Wojnar said that Acushnet 
has a rigorous set of guidelines 
in place to ensure residents’ 
concerns are addressed and 
that developers have a set of 
ground rules to follow.

He said residents expressed 
concern at first with the proj-
ect on Wing Lane and the town 
held four public hearings to 
negotiate those concerns with 
the developer.

“The town has been very 
good to work with,” Geyser 
said, adding that, for him, the 
process was quick but that the 
town boards were “no push-
overs.”

The permitting process for 
Geyser’s project took “a couple 
months,” Wojnar said, adding 
that the Wing Lane facility 
took “a bit longer.”

While Acushnet’s 3-acre 
solar farms will pale in com-
parison to Dartmouth’s pro-
posed 35-acre facility on Fisher 
Road, rumors of larger projects 
abound.

“We’ve heard some rum-
blings about a private land-
owner (in town) with 80 acres 
who’s interested in doing 
something,” Wojnar said. He 
added that nothing has been 
officially proposed to the town 
yet, however.

“This is the biggest project 
we’ve done to date,” Geyser 
said of Pegasus’ $3.2 million 
3-acre facility. “We have a cou-
ple more projects (in Acushnet) 
we’d like to do though.”

Both Geyser and Berglund 
said their respective projects 
will take about four months 
to complete once construction 
begins.

The Pegasus facility will be 
sited on an unused gravel pit 
and will be out of sight from 
abutters, Geyser said.

“Because it was a former 
gravel pit it’s kind of just sit-
ting in a hollow,” Geyser said. 
“Given the other possible com-
mercial or residential uses 
for it, I think this is the best 
option.”

‘Green rush’  
hits Acushnet

By BRIAN BOYD
bboyd@s-t.com

A New Bedford company that 
designs and builds solar proj-
ects is bullish on the market for 
the alternative energy source in 
Massachusetts.

Beaumont Solar Co. is touting 
the appetite for solar power by 
holding an industry roundtable 
this week. Nationally, the solar 
industry is expected to grow 
tenfold over the next six years. 
This state will attract much of 
the business thanks to policy 
initiatives, said Phil Cavallo, 
president of Beaumont Solar.

“Massachusetts is one of the 
most sought after states,” he 
said. “The state is sought after 
because the regulatory environ-
ment is great, and the incentive 
environment is great.”

In terms of incentives, solar 
power producers can earn trad-
able credits. They can sell those 
credits on the open market 
to power distributors such as 
NStar, which can buy them to 
help satisfy alternative energy 
minimums imposed on utilities, 
Cavallo said.

The state incentives are 
known as solar renewable 
energy credits.

New solar farm proposals are 
surfacing in the area on a regu-
lar basis.

When asked why that might 
be the case, Cavallo said South-
eastern Massachusetts is a 
leader in renewable energy in 
part because there are many 
environmentally conscious peo-
ple in the area, and electricity 
costs are high.

“There is a real motivation 
to get off the grid and try to be 
self-reliant,” he said.

His company worked with the 
city and Consolidated Edison 
Solutions to install solar panels 

on Keith Middle School, Nor-
mandin Middle School, Abra-
ham Lincoln Elementary School 
and other public buildings.

More recently, a project to 
build a roughly 9,500-panel, 
2.5-megawatt project on private 
land in Dartmouth has upset 
some residents who didn’t learn 
about it until construction had 
already begun. (Beaumont is not 
involved in that project.)

His company is holding the 
roundtable Wednesday at an 
appliance distributor’s facility 
in Milford. Clarke Corp., which 
distributes Sub-Zero, Wolf and 
Asko, powers its 106,500-square-
foot showroom and warehouse 

facility entirely with 2,300 pan-
els Beaumont installed on the 
roof.

The roundtable panelists will 
include a hedge fund manager 
who invests in solar projects, an 
accountant to discuss financial 
considerations, and representa-
tives from companies that have 
used solar power. Matthew Mor-
rissey, executive director of the 
New Bedford Economic Devel-
opment Council, will also par-
ticipate.

“You have to have all the play-
ers there at the table so people 
get a feeling for what the eco-
nomics look like, what the tax 
treatment is,” Cavallo said.

Beaumont had held its first 
industry panel discussion last 
summer in the city at the Fair-
field Inn & Suites. Cavallo said 
he plans to hold similar events 
quarterly, traveling to different 
parts of the state.

Chris Parker, director of 
finance and information tech-
nology at Clarke, said the distri-
bution business first considered 
solar power in 2006 but held 
off when the recession started. 

It revisited the possibility after 
business started to pick up and 
turned on its rooftop panel last 
August.

“We wanted to put enough 
solar panels up on the roof to 
cover total annual consump-
tion,” Parker said.

A federal grant covered 30 
percent of the $2 million project. 
The company reduces its elec-
tricity bills to zero and earns the 
tradable credits, he said.

While it makes economic 
sense, an environmentally 
friendly attitude was also a 
motivation for Clarke.

“We have a little bit of a green 
side to us,” Parker said.

Beaumont, which employs 35 
people, is providing internship 
opportunities to students at 
Greater New Bedford Regional 
Vocational-Technical High 
School. The solar industry will 
provide workers skilled in elec-
tronics alternatives to the con-
struction field, Cavallo said.

“It’s really kind of a great 
story in terms of green-collar 
job creation and career paths,” 
he said.

City solar company goes on road 
to champion growing industry

Photo courtesy NaNcy evaNs PhotograPhy

Beaumont Solar Co., the New Bedford-based company responsible for installing solar panels on 
Normandin and Keith Middle Schools and Lincoln Elementary, will hold an industry roundtable 
in Milford this week. 
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